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CHAPTER 17 


SRADDHATRAYAVIBHAGA YOGA 


(Threefold Faith) 


28 Verses 





Chapter 17 - Verse 1 


arjuna uvaca 

ye sastravidhimutsrjya 
yajanté sraddhaya'nvitah | 
tesam nistha tu ka krsna 


sattvamaho rajastamah| |17 - 1] | 


sribhagavan uvaca 
trividha bhavati sraddha 
déhinam sa svabhavaja | 
sattviki rajasi caiva 
| — _ * —_ -_  —=ss =. ra ) 
aaa Ala at IB We9-2 || tamast céti tam srnu |] 17- 2 || 
The Blessed lord said : Threefold is the faith of the embodied which is inherent in their nature 


the Sattvika (Pure), the Rajasika (Passionate) and the Tamasika (dull, dark). Thus, thou hear of 
it. [Chapter 17 - Verse 2] 317 





Chapter 17 - Verse3 


Ae lded Fay sattvanurupa sarvasya 

STS] Wald AN | sraddha bhavati bharata | 
sTEeTqaisa qea: sraddhamayo yam purusah 

3 TB = ks GJ: I 29-341 || Yo yacchraddhah sa eva sah Il 17.3 II 


yajante sattvika devan 
yaksaraksamsi rajasah | 
pretan bhutaganamscanye 
| 219-¥ ||| Yajante tamasa janah || 17-4 || 
The Sattvika or pure men, worship the gods (Devas); the Rajasika or the passionate, the Yaksas 


and the Raksasas; the others Tamasika people or the dark or dull folk, worship the Ghosts 
(Pretas) and the hosts of Bhutas (ghosts) or the nature or spirits. [chapter 17 - Verse 4] 318 





Chapter 17 - Verse 5 


asastravihitam ghoram 
tapyante yé tapo janah | 
dambhahankarasamyuktah 


| 2\9-& || || kamaragabalanvitah 1117-51] 


Those men who Practise terrible austerities not enjoined by the scriptures, given to hypocrisy 
and egoism, impelled by the force of lust attachment...[Chapter 17 - Verse 5] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 6 
Byaea: STILE karsayantah Sarirastham 
TTAATE bhitagramamacétasah | 
Hi ated: NEA mam caivantahsarirastham 


SG RSICSCO ES PIC | 11 2\9-& || || tan viddhyasuraniscayan | | 17-6 | | 


Senselessly torturing all the elements in the body and me also, who dwells within the body 
you may know these to be of demoniacal resolves. [Chapter 17 - Verse 6] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 7 


aharastvapi sarvasya 
trividho bhavati priyah | 
yajnastapastatha danam 


tésam bhédamimam srnu || 17-7 || 


ayuhsattvabalarogya 
sukhapritivivardhanah | 
rasyah snigdhah sthira hrdyah 
: || /- ¢\||| aharah sattvikapriyah | | 17-8 | | 
The foods which increase life, purity, strength, health, Joy and cheerfulness (good Appetite), 


which are savoury and Oleaginous, substantial and agreeable are dear to the Sattvika iii 
[Chapter 17 - Verse 8] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 9 
katvamlalavanatyusna 
tiksnaruksavidahinah | 


ahara rajasasyesta 


duhkhasokamayapradah | | 17 - 9 | | 


The foods that are bitter, sour, Saline, excessively hot, pungent, dry and burning are liked by 
the Rajasika, and are productive of Pain, grief and disease. [Chapter 17 - Verse 9] 


Chapter 17 - Verse 10 





yatayamam gatarasam 
puti paryusitam ca yat | 

ucchistamapi camedhyam 

bhojanam tamasapriyam | | 17 - 10 | | 


dima aaa 29-20 || 


That which is stale, tasteless, putrid and rotten, refuse and impure, is the food liked by the 





Tamasika. [Chapter 17 - Verse 10] 


Chapter 17 - Verse 11 


aphalanksibhiryajnoh 


vidhidrsto ya ijyate | 


yastavyameveti manah 
samadhaya sa sattvikah || 17 -11 | | 


That Sacrifice which is offered by men without desire for fruit, and as enjoined by ordinance, 
with a firm faith that sacrifice is a duty, is Sattvika or pure. [Chapter 17 - Verse 11] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 12 
abhisandhaya tu phalam 
dambharthamapi caiva yat | 
ijyatée bharatasrestha 


d asi are aH | 29-22 || | tam yajhiam viddhi rajasam || 17-12 || 


The Sacrifice which is offered, O best of the Bharatas, seeking fruit and for Ostentation, ~ 
may know that to be a Rajasika-Yajna. [Chapter 17 - Verse 12] 322 





Chapter 17 - Verse 13 
vidhihinamasrstannam 
mantrahinamadaksinam | 
sraddhavirahitam yajnam 


ave tamasam paricaksaté | | 17 - 13 | | 


They declare that sacrifice to be Tamasika, which is contrary to the ordinances, in which no 
food is distributed, which is devoid of Mantras and gifts, and which is devoid of faith. 
[Chapter 17 - Verse 13] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 14 
devadvijaguruprajna 
pujanam Saucamarjavam | 


brahmacaryamahimsa ca 


Sariram tapa ucyate || 17-14 || 





Chapter 17 - Verse 15 


wdertHe alga anudvegakaram vakyam 
aes hated 4 Ad. satyam priyahitam ca yat | 
TaTATRaaa aa svadhyayabhyasanam caiva 


atala dy S=Ad Il 219-2 ||| vanmayam tapa ucyate | | 17 - 15 | | 


Speech which causes no excitement and is truthful, pleasant and beneficial, and the practice of 
the study of the Vedas - These constitute the austerity of speech. [Chapter 17 - Verse 15] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 16 


manah prasadah saumyatvam 
maunamatmavinigrahah | 
bhavasamsudghirityetat 

tapo manasamucyate | | 17 - 16 | | 


Serenity of mind, good-heartedness, silence, self control, purity of nature - These together are 
called the mental austerity. [Chapter 17 - Verse 16] 324 





Chapter 17 - Verse 17 


sraddhaya paraya taptam 
tapastat trividham naraih| 


aphalakanksibhiryuktaih 
sattvikam paricaksaté | | 17 - 17 | | 


satkaramanapujartham 
tapo dambhena caiva yat | 
kriyate tadiha proktam 


aISIS Tayay 11 29-2 II || rajasam calamadhruvam || 17 - 18 | | 


The austerity which is Practised with the Object of gaining good reception, honour and 
worship and with hypocrisy is here said to be Rajasika, unstable and_ transitory. 
[Chapter 17 - Verse 18] 255 





Chapter 17 - Verse 19 


SUIT Qe mudhagrahéna tmano yat 
had aq: | pidaya kriyaté tapah | 


Gee eay al parasyotsadanartham va 
TUAGHGIEAH Il 29-23 11 || tattamasamudahrtam || 17-19 || 


That austerity which is Practised with self-torture, out of some foolish notion for the purpose 
of destroying another is declared to be Tamasika. [Chapter 17 - Verse 19] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 20 
aldara Fela datavyamiti yaddanam 
GIAASTTHIRTT | diyaté'nupakariné | 


aay le as | qs J dese kale ca patre ca 
dala Altcach Cyd. I] 2\9-Q0 || taddanam sattvikam smrtam | }17 - 20 | | 


That gift which is given knowing it to be a duty, in a fit time and place, to a worthy person, 
from whom we expect nothing in return, is held to be Sattvika. [Chapter 17 - Verse 20] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 21 


yattu prattyupakarartham 
phalamuddisya va punah| 
diyate ca pariklistam 


aG ond sade 11 2\9-22 || || taddanam rajasam smrtam | | 17 - 21 || 


And the gift which is given with a view to receiving in return or looking for fruit again, or 
reluctantly, is held to be Rajasika. [Chapter 17 - Verse 21] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 22 


FRIES GeTaqa. ad@gakalé yaddanam 
STOTS aad aad ) apatrébhyasca diyaté | 
sacHhdAdaitd asatkrtamavajniatam 


TATA aA aTE TAI 29-22 I tattamasamudahrtam | | 17 - 22 | | 


The gift that is given at a wrong place and time, to unworthy persons, without respect or with 
insult, is declared to be Tamasika. [Chapter 17 - Verse 22] 327 





Chapter 17 - Verse 23 


om tatsaditi nirdesah 
brahmanastrividhah smrtah | 
brahmanasténa vedasca 


yajnasca vihitah pura | | 17 - 23 | | 


‘Om tat sat’ this has been declared to be the triple designation of Brahman. By that were 
created formerly, the Brahmanas, Vedas and Yagnas (Sacrifices). [Chapter 17 - Verse 23] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 24 
tasmadomityudahrtya 
yajnadanatapahkriyah | 
oravartanté vidhanoktah 
F711 219-2 I] || Satatam brahmavadinam | | 17 - 24 || 


Therefore, with the utterance of ‘Om’ are begun the acts of sacrifice, gifts and austerity as 
enjoined in the Scriptures, always by the students of Brahman. [Chapter 17 - Verse 24] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 25 


Tala tadityanabhisandhaya 
5 Fala: 1a: | phalam yajfatapahkriyah | 


eTApared fatea: danakriyasca vividhah 


TAK AAT: Ul 29-24 I || kriyanté moksakaAksibhih || 17-25 || 


Uttering ‘Tat’ without aiming at the fruits are the acts of sacrifice and Austerity and the various 
acts of gift performed by the seekers of liberation. [Chapter 17 - Verse 25] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 26 


Tals als 4 sadbhave sadhubhave ca 
aie TAaAqsad | sadityetat prayujyate | 


ecracryrad 


Wale PHU ada prasaste karmani tatha 
Tusa: oa qd [| 2\9-2& II || sacchabdah partha yujyate | | 17 - 26 | | 


The word ‘Sat’ is used in the sense of reality and of goodness; and also, O Partha, the word 
‘Sat’ is used in the sense of an auspicious act. [Chapter 17 - Verse 26] _ 





Chapter 17 - Verse 27 


yajne tapasi dane ca 
sthitih saditi cocyate | 
karma caiva tadarthiyam 


sadityevabhidhiyate | | 17 - 27 | | 


Steadfastness in Sacrifice, austerity and gift is also called ‘Sat’ and also, action in connection 
with these (For the Sake of the Supreme) is called ‘Sat’. [Chapter 17 - Verse 27] 





Chapter 17 - Verse 28 
20] ad = asraddhaya hutam dattam 
aT ad | ad. | tapastaptam krtam ca yat| 
asadityucyate partha 
na ca tat prétya no iha || 17 - 28 | | 


wealepad Te] 
Jd da Al Sz UN 29-Re ll 


Whatever is Sacrificed, given or performed and Whatever austerity is Practised without faith, it 
is called ‘Asat’, O Partha, it is not for here or hereafter (After Death). [Chapter 17 - Verse 28] 3230 





